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Gentlemen of the wen, 


AND OTHERS, 


Inhabitants of RI CH M o. 
In 8 U R R E Tr 


| GunTLenun, | 


Tf, this Sermon, which 1 now put ET 
I into your Hands in Obedience if 
to your repeated Requeſt, ſhall be [ 
found in any Degree inſtrumental to i 
the due and conſcientious Diſcharge = 
of the reſpective Duties incumbent 
on Miniſter and People, it will ſo 1 
far have 2 che main De- 4 


fign 


c iv "2 2 

. ſign 1 of Preaching and Print- 1 

; ing it: And I I take this Opportunity = 

again to aſſüre you, That my chief 

Ambition will be to acquit myſelf | 

among IF 
hiv profeſſes himſelf a Prebchor. not 

| of himſelf, but of Chrift Jeſus the | 

| Lord, and hinyelf m_—_ n, We 2 
„ Yi * > 2 y 


* * — 
2 Y- 
- . 
4 

= 

* 

2 


ou ſo. as it becomes one 


* co. iv. 5. . 


2 e . not. ourſelves, but 22 : 
Talas the Lord, and ou ſolves your 
Servants oof Feſu . Sake. | 


* + is not my Defic gn upon this /Occaſh ou 


2 60 to inſtrüct and convert Men by 5 | 
the Aſſiſtance of Men, yet that he hath ap-. 


to ſhew, that though it be the Will of _ 


; propriated the Adminiſtration of his Word 


and Sacraments to a certain Order of Men 
ſolemnly conſtituted and commiſſioned for 
| that Purpoſe; and, by conſequence, that 
no one ought to exerciſe the Office of 4 
Preacher in the Church of Gop, except he 
be ſent. — No Man, faith the Apoſtle, 
lalethi this Honour to himſelf, but he that 
is called of GOD, as was Aaron. And ſo 
that neither the moſt ſuperlative Learning 5 


ot Holineſs, nor any Endowments ſuperna - 


tural or acquired, nor any thing ins 
5 | * 155 1 5 "4 


proved, almoſt to a Demonſtration ; vis. 


Evidence of their Miſſion, as the Apoſtles 
lad (there being no Reaſon that they ſhould; 

for after Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed, and the 
SGSGlrandees of the World were converted to 
the Faith, the Neceſſity of Miracles ccaſed, 
and the Power of them was recalled), yet 


able. Indeed, after the Succeſſion of more 


5 is 9 to the * of i, 5 that 


bs 1 


ſuch a \ Commiſſh on can Luffciently. warrant 

any Perſon to take upon him any ſuch 
Office, or _ _ — to his Admi. 
niſtrations. 
Nor do 1 now think it nceaful to | inf 
upon what hath been ſo well and often 


that though the Miniſters of Jeſus Chrij 
cannot now. produce ſuch extraordinary 


however, that our Commiſſion to preach 
Fieſus Chriſt is very clear and unqueſtion 


than Seventeen hundred Years, it cannot 
poſſibly be more clear than it is, unleſs the 
| Founder of our Faith would ſtretch forth 
his Hand from Heaven, and ordain us by 
immediate Revelation. . 
But it hath been further aid, and FW 
5 by many Divines as well as others, that 2 
the Laufulneſ of a Miniſter's Commiſſion 


the 


CE 1 


the Concurrence of many other excellent 
Qualities is alſo neceſſary; and eſpecially that 
the Succeſ5 of his Preaching does in a great 
Meaſure depend upon the Hearers Opinion 
of his Sincerity: That if we would benefit, 


is expedient, if not neceſſary, that they 


ſhould believe that we really intend it, aud 
that out great and chief Aim is to gain 


Intereft more than ua . Aims of ur 
own. | 


Currency of this Aﬀettion, by too nicely 
weighing and examining the Truth of it, 
or by ſhewing under what Reftriftions ic 5 
ought to be received. I willingly allow it 
to keep. all its Credit and Eſteem in the . 
World eſpecially as the Apoſtle, who ſpeaks 
in my Text, ſo frequently directs the At- 
| tention of thoſe, among whom he had 
| preached the Goſpel, to the - Diſs nreretedneſs 5 
of his Views, which was fo cen K 
his Manner of doing it. | 
| And indecd this great Apoſtle, 40 ile = 
firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity could -eaſily 
indicate themſelves from the Charge © 


B 3 being | 


and do People Good with our Sermons, it 


Souls to Chriſt, and promote their eternal! 


Nor do I now „ proſtime to diminith the — 


. 2 n ; . 


f Miniſtry. Both their Doctrine and Cir. | 1 
cumſtances ſufficiently cleared them from 


all carthly Grandeur and Honour, and were 
expoſed to Hunger and Thirſt, to Cold ane 

+ Naledneſs, and endured the Loſs of all 
Things here, in order to promote, the Goſpel x 
Df, Jeſus Chriſt. = 


Chriſt is very different from theirs; and 
EE the Rectitude of our Deſigns may not ſeem . 
to ſtand ſo clear and unexceptionable, cſpc- 
cially in the Opinion of ſome Men; and 
the Reaſon is plain - ſince Kings are be 
come the nurſing Fathers, — Queens the | 
Ly nur ſi ing Mothers of the Church ; ſince Plenty 
and Power, and all the good Things of 
this World are ſo copiouſly enjoyed by 
ſome of thoſe that ſerve at the Altar; and 
ſince they, who are the moſt active and | 
able in preaching up the Concerns of Hea- | 
ven, have oftentimes been the largeſt Sharers | 
of Preferment and Honour here upon Earth: 
Hence our Duty and our temporal Intereſt 
5 joining Hands, « our ic Piety and Policy ſeem 


"$f 


| being wholly. or chiefly influenced by y-any 1 


lucrative Purpoſes i in the Diſcharge of their 


any ſuch Imputation ; they rather diſclaimed Y' 


But now the Caſe of Ihe Miniſters of | 


"Db 


E [51 


10 much the fie Thing, that it is hatd to 
_ perſuade ſome People, that our Deſigns are 
not wholly felfj and ſecular, and that the 
Clergy have no other ULTIMATE Aim in 
their Preaching,” beſides ſaving their own = 
Souls, and the e * ad that. hear 5 
„ 7 
And upon this Fondation it is, that of 5 
= late our Preaching hath been fo often af- 

A firmed to be mere  Prieficraft ; and indeed 

aul our religious Inſtitutions to be nothing 


Prieſts to humble other People, and to ad- 


public Declarations of ſome People, and 
perhaps the Private Thoughts | of ragity 
more. 
How much Occaſion PR been given of 
| Jaws for ſuch a Charge, and how far ſome | 
ol us may have deſerved it, I ſhall not ſtand 
do examine; I ſhall only obſerve, that even 


at the Altar many have been dignified and 
| difti guiſbed moſt, who were moſt conſpi- 
cuon\ for their Picty and Religion; even in . | 
theſe Days, 1 fay, though our Duty and. 
larereſt do gol Hand 1 in Hand, and they that 
B 3 > ſerve 


eise but a Trick of State, contrived by 


vance themſelves. 'F heſe have been the 


in theſe Days, when among thoſe that ſerve Bs 


'F 6 1 
ſerve at the Altar do ſometimes tive very 
ſplendidly by the Altar; though to preach 


Jeſus Chriſt, and ſhew ourſelves very zea- 


lous in his Service, be a probable Means to 


advance our Fortunes, and gain Eſteem; ſo 
that it is hard in ſome Caſes to diſtinguiſh I 
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our Deſigns, and to let People ſee, what 


we do for Chrift's and THEIR Sakes, and | 
what for our. own; yet ſtill there are ſome | 


Tokens to clear our Deſigns and Endeavours |} 
by; and it is not impoſſible, even in ſuch | 


Days, to prove, that we preach not ourſelves, 


but Fefus Chrift the Lord; and * "i 


Jour Servants for Jeſus Sale. 


And ſince Providence hath fo ordered i "> 
that 1 am now in ſome Senſe more imme- | 
diately related to you as your Paſter and 
Miniſter, by the Grace of Go aſſiſting me, 


for of ourſelves we can do nothing; all our | 


Fufficiency for theſe Things is from GOD; 

I fay, by Gop's Grace” aſſiſting me, I ſhall | 

make it my Buſineſs, in the whole Courſe of | 
my Miniſtry, ro acquit myſelf in ſuch a 
M.,anner as may conduce here and for ever 
to Your Comfort and true Happineſs, as well 

| as to my own. And to this End, as the 
Apoſtle exhorrs Tiga, U D take beed 

i; 


02953, 


Saying in my Text, and to convince you 


all, that I preach not myſelf, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lore, and my ſelf Jour Servant 


for Feſus Sake. 


I am ſenſible, r _ cba a Miniſtes | 
takes upon him is of itſelf exceeding great; 
to be the Stewards of God, the Mefſen- 
gers of the Lord of Hoſts; to publiſh 
Chriſt's Laws, to paſs his Pardons, and 
repreſent his very Perſon; to take the Care 
of many, Souls upon us, when the Value 
even of one ſingle Soul is preferred by our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf to the whole World: 
The Charge, I lay, that any Miniſter of the 
Goſpel takes upon him is of vaſt] Importance 
and Concern; but then the Charge of ſuch 
a Congregation. as his, is of greater Con- 


cern than many others. 


I muſt add, my Charge en even here i is + 
dead with ſome Difficulties more than 
ordinary; of which I ſhall at preſent only 


mention the following. 


= To bc obliged to come up frequently pe- = 
1 fore an Audience, where I am 70 undergo I 5 
the Sentence of a Number of Perſons of 1 be 


to myſelf and to my Daclrine. In parti- . 
cular, I ſhall endeavour to exemplify the 


— 


— 2 — — — — —— . — 
<2 —_— he re A ö 
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* 


Ti}! 


more cetsted Sentiments and exalted Un- 
derſtandings, than is uſually to be found in 


moſt other Congregations, who will be 


Judges and Witneſſes . all my Thoughts 
and Expreſſions. 


And where alſo 1 am to o ſucceed Dexſors 


5 who have been ſo eminent, who have here 
acquitted themſelves with ſo much Ap- 
plauſe and Approbation; Who enjoyed ſo 

great a Share of your Favour, and did 

moſt certainly deſerve i it; and who have been 

fo endeared to you for many Years; and 
ſome of whoſe Performances in this Place 
have been juſtly. admired, by all, and. can be 
caqualled by few, hardly perhaps by any. 

This laſt is a very diſadvantageous Circum- 

Lance to me, and muſt needs render my La- 
bours poor and mean upon t the Compariſon. 


"Theſe are extraordinaty Difficulties for 


me to iruggle with, and I believe! it Is ea 
E to allege two or three 8 


However, here is alſo ms groutd of 


7 Comfort: Becauſe you have heard ſo many 
3 good Inſtructions from hence, and have re- 
cCeivyed ſo many kind Admonitiohs ; becauſe 
you have ſo long enjoyed the Bleſſing of ſuch 

excellent Preachers: Hence it is preſumed 


{ 9H 


5 4 
* * * I 


fat} 


that this Place abounds alſo with exemplary 


| Inflances of a more than ordinary Progreſs 
in Picty and Relig gion ; of good Principles, 
great Graces, and candid, humane, and 
Chriſtian Diſpoſitions. I muſt not ſuppoſe 
that this Pulpit hath in vain been ſo often 
filled with ſuch diſtinguiſhed Ornaments of 
it; Gop forbid !—TI hope the contrary, for 
their Sakes ag well as mine and your own. | 


And hence upon this Proſpect I might L 


| reaſonably enough even rejoice and think _ 
myſelf happy to ſucceed ſuch conſiderable EW 
4 Predeceſſors. 7 25 ä | 


I hope to 8 the Fruits of ueir: La- 


hives; By their Means my Buſineſs is fa. 
dilitated to my Hands; for after a capable 
and, for the moſt Part, intelligent Congre- 
| gation have been ſo long under the Force 
of. approved Eloquence, and have been 
ſtrongly impreſſed with good Principles, DE 
and, ſo well perſuaded, are become good FS bk 
5 Chriſtians, methinks in ſhould be no ſuch 
| hard Matter to keep them ſo: At leaſt I un- 
dertake to endeavour it by preaching Feſus 
Christ, and 1. 225 ven 25 = , 


Lale. 
5 Ino 


1 


I now therefore proceed to „obcktye to 
you, FigsT oF ALL, what I take to be the 
Meaning of this Expreſſion ; what i it is 


to Preach Teſts e 


585 | SxconvLy,' To acquaint you with my 
Method in doing this. Which I hope may 
be ſufficient to convince you, that I ww 5 

oe Jeſus Crip, ane not 1 


— — — — 
— ͤ w — - —. — — 
* 


"TampLy, Having laid before you 4 "oy 
36 8 of my Duty, T1 ſhall crave Leave to 
: oy ſomething to you . 2 . 
1 Fmsr, then, Y; am to obſerie what i it is 
to preach Feſus Chriſt. — — Now to preach 
: Jeſus Chrift, is no other than to preach the 
07 Jeſus Chrift. To give you the _ 
Hiſtory of your Bleſſed Saviour; How He, 
the Second Perſon in the Holy Trinity, who | 
4 GOD Bleſſed for ever, came down from 
Heaven for us Men, and for our Satuation, 
took our Nature upon him, and was made 
Man; and, after he had revealed the good 
. Pleaſure of his heavenly Father, and intro- 
duced the true Religion, and taught the 


| World their Duty, he offered himſelf a Sa. 
 erifice 


1 111 
its for our 9 and ſuffered Death, 
_ even the ſhameful Death of the Croſs : 
How he roſe again the third Day from the 


Dead, broke looſe from the Grave, and is 


now exalted at the right Hand of GOD; 
how at the 44ſt Day he ſhell come down 


from Heaven again, and ſummon all the 


World to appear before him; and then, 
accordingly as they have done Good or Evil, : 

_ accordingly as they have behaved themſelves 
here, they ſhall be fentenced to a State of ” 
Happineſs or M;ſery for ever. : 
In ſhore, to preach Jeſus Chriſt, is to ket : 
forth the grear Myſtery” of Man's Redem- 


ption, that ſtupendous Scene, which be 
Angels themſelves deſire to look into ; tis 


to explain the Docłrines which Chriſt taught 
us to believe, and preſs the Duties which 
he injoius us to practiſe ; tis to diſplay the 0 


Means of Grace, and the Conditions of out. 
eternal Happineſs ; the great Things that if 


our Saviour hath done for us, and what he : 
requires that we ſhould do for ourſetves. 


This is the general Meaning of preaching 1 5 


Jeſus Chriſt ; and as this is our Duty, ſo 


tis my ſincere * na the Manner of 5 131 


* e it, is the. 


— 
—HM—ꝛrꝛ—ꝛ ʃů[—I— — —ä) A 


PPP 
— * — "= a 


if _— 


SxconD Thing which I propoſed. to bew 


3 you: —= We preach not ourſelues, ſays the 


Apoſtle, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord ; and 
ourſelves your Servants for Jeſus Sake. 


Now to acquit myſelf fairly in this Caſe, 


EE Og the beſt Method I can think of, is to have 
the Example of my bleſſed Saviour and his 
Apoſtles always before my Eyes; to take 
the ſame Method in my Miniſtry, which 
Fieſus Chrift, himſelf ſeems to have done, 

when he was here upon Earth, and which 

I believe in my Heart would take again, 
were he to come down from Heaven, and 

* O81 placed in- the kame eee Tam 
= raph 8 


his is the Method, which, by ie Gee 


of Gon, I deſign: to take; and I preſume 
you will have no Cauſe to queſtion it, if 

I proceed according to theſe fogr following 
Particulars. 1 | 
if of all — If I 3 up hoſe Doc: . 
trines, and preſs thoſe Duties moſt, which 
all Chriſtians are oft concerned to 3 85 
and. underſtand.” 115 5 


\ Secondly, If 5 1 88 ind car- 


neſt in . and refroviog thoſe Sins, 


Which f 


nt 


which are moſt . and moſt Pres 
Failing. 

Thndy, If Ido this in a plain ind famlz 
liar Manner, fo that People of the moſt 


ordinary Capacity may be ſcaſible of their 


A” 8 and of their Sins: And „ 
Fourthly, If I do it with Ned ant 
; Impartiality, without | flatteting ſome, or 
fearing others, or gratifying 5 ſe fiſh lla 
mour ot Deſign of my own. | 2 

Such a Procedure in my Minifiry I 9955 


will be ſufficient to make good my Preten- 1 1 
ſions to the Character of N 7* bs EE 


Chrift, and not »yſelf. And, n 
_ \23+ ne make it my Buſineſs, | in | the N 
Courſe of my Miniſtry, to preach up. thoſe 

| Dofirmes, and preſs thoſe Duties moſt, 
| which all Chriſtians are moft concerned to 
pragtiſe and underſtand. 


And here tis certain the Doftrines, which 5 
| Chriſtians are moſt concerned to believe and 5 
conſider of, are ſuch as have the greareſt | 


Influence on our Lives and Converſations. 
Buch as, the aſtoniſhing Love of GOD 
in the Redemption of the WWorld- by our 

Lord Feſus Chriſt —the Immortality 1 
the * the Certainty of a future 8 


ment 


— — —— ——:f—;ilt ͤ — 


— —H— 


and then, as f. 
they do oblige _ moſt, which do moſt con- 
duce to the 
Peace and Salvation of Men; which adorn 
our Nature, and improve our Souls; which 
diſpoſe and qualify us here for that Happineſs 
we hope to enjoy hereafter. And now 


tal 1 
ment the unſpeakable Happineſs of good 
Nen in a future State, and the intolerable 


76 was won go are /inful and profane; 


Or particular Duties, be ſure 


lonour of GOD, and the 


pw 


' theſe are all our ſociable Virtues; ſuch as 
Obedience 10 our Governors i in Church and 
State; frequent ing the Service of the Church; 
receiving the Sacrament; Charity, Te empe- 
trance, Humility, and Forgiveneſs of Inju- 
ries: Theſe are the Doctrines and Duties 
which 1 am chiefly to put you in mind of; 
they are ſuch as Chrift, and his Apoſtles, 
and holy Men in all Ages, have been mot 
converſant in; they are indeed the great 
Means, by which we are to paſs hence from 
2 b tate of Grace to a State of Glory. But, 


iy Another Branch of my Duty, as I take 


OY it, is to be moſt frequent and earneſt in ex- 
| poſing and reproving thoſe Sins, which are 
moſh pernicious, and yet moſt prevailing. — 

A oF lens, ſays the Frophet,: and Tn not; 


5 5 


1230 


lift up thy Voice lile a — and 2 
my People their Tranſgreſſions, and the 
Houſe of Jacob their Sins, eſpecially thoſe 
Sins which tend moſt to the Diſhonour of 


Coup and the Undoing of Souls. 


Now here it muſt be obſerved, oa Sins f 
which are greateſt in hemſelues, and moſt 
pernicious in their own Nature, are not al- 
ways thoſe Sins which we are moſt obliged 
to expole, and preach againſt, becauſe they 
are not always ſo faſtzonable, and ſo prevail. 
ing, as ſome other Sins are; and, by conſe- 
_ quence, the Souls of our People are not to _ 


much endangered by chem - 


* * 


As for Inſtance, Atheiſm is b 3 
deſtructive in itſelf than Hereſy ; Idolatry is 
more heinous than Bitterneſs or Envy; and itis 
a much greater Sin to murder a man, than it 
is to cheat or plunder him. However, He- 
vreſy and Envy, Injuſtice and Diſhonelty, and 
perhaps our much ſmaller Sins, have de- 
ſtroyed more Souls, eſpecially in this Nation, 
than Atheiſm, Idolatry, and thoſe greater 
Crimes, have done; becauſe they are more 
ſuitable to our Circumſtances and: Incli- 
nations, and are become moſt current and 7 


And 
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And hence! it is our great buſineſs to coriſi: 
der and examine, what thoſe Sins are, whichare 
moſt pernicious and prevailing in that Place 
| whichis commited to our Charge, and to en- 
| counter theſe above any other. To preach 
5 againſt Luxury, where people have hardly any 
Bread to eat; againſt Uſury,where people have 3 
no Money to lend : to confute thoſe Errors, 
5 which Time itſelf, hath long ſince confuted; 
and to inveigh againſt thoſe Sins, which it 
is hardly poſſible for People to commit; is 
extremely idle and impertinent. This is to 
preſent a Stone, when the Child asketh for 3 
Bread, and, when he deſires a Fiſh, to give 
Him a Serpent. Such a Preacher may con- 
Vince ſome of his Audience, that he i is inge - 
nious; and better Judges, that he is ridicu- 
lous; but no Man, that his principal Aim | 
was, the Converſion of Sinners! 
And hence, I ay, it is our great Buſi neſs. 
to expoſe and guard againſt thoſe. Sins moſt, 
| which do moſt endanger our People's Souls, 
ſuch as they are moſt prone to commit, and 
moſt unwilling to forſake, Several Sorts of 
People are addicted to ſeyeral Sorts of Sins, 
and our Meaſures muſt be taken accordingly. 
3 There ate ſome Sins, which are, as it were, 
| oY adapted 


ty] 


adapted to particular Places and Times, iT 


perhaps there are none more prevailing va! 
our own than Hypocriſy and Pride, Drunk- 


enneſs and Debauchery, Profaning the Sal. 


bath, Common and Falſe Swearing, Slander | 
and Evil. Healing, Diſobedience io Gover- 


nors, Infidelity and ade ago m Re- 
ligion. 5 
Theſe ſeem to be the moſt common and 


crying Sins of our Age, and, by conſequence, 80 


if we would preach Feſus Chrift, and not 
ourſelves, it is our great Buſineſs to bes orice 
and to expoſe them. . 


3. In diſcharging my Miniftry, * pro- a 
| vole to be exceeding plain and familiar; 
ſo that People of the meaneſt Capacity may _ 
underſtand me, and be made very ſenſible 


of their Duty, and alſo of their Sins. 


It is certain, if a Man did underſtand ” 


Myſteries and all Knowlege, himſelf, yet, if 


he does not expreſs himſelf ſo, as that his 
Doctrine may be underſtood, that his People 1 
may lay them vp in their Hearts, and hay 


them out in their Lives and Converſations; 


he becomes, ſays the Apoſtle, as ſounding. 
Braſs, or 4 tinkling Cymbal. — How bal! | 


7" hear, "oy St. Paul, unleſs they have 
Z e 


"Þ 18 1 3 
a Preacher and I may add, How hall they 9 
underſtand, unleſs his Preaching be plain . 8 
intelligible, adapted to their Capacity, and vx 
| leveled to their Apprehenſions? 

It is preſumed by ſome People, and ſuch 


too as are no ordinary Judges, that, of all 


5 the Books which have been publiſhed for | 
many Years, there are none which have done 


more Good than the Whole Duty of Man; 


and the Reaſon of it ſeems to be, becauſe 


-— it is compoſed i in a Method and Stile fo fa- 


miliar and plain. Here the Extent of out 
Duty, and Nature of Sin, is ſo clearly ex- 


: preſſed, that all, who read i it over, can ard F 
70 help underſtanding of i it, if they would. 


Indeed, to addreſs in the Language of the 


1 Court, and to ſpeak in the Stile of the The- 
atre, isdoubyels moſt popular and entertain- | 


ing, eſpecially to ſuch People as pretend to 1 


5 ſuperior | Underſtanding, and are apt to place | 


| by fine Expreſſions? Shall Gop's Miniſtes, | 


a great Part of their Religion in hearing the 
Sermon, and applauding the Preacher. 
But are Men to be touched and converted 


Conſider how to ſtine himſelf, when he is to 
2 publiſh Truths of ſo ſublime and terrible a 
: Nature as thoſe. of Chriſtianity: ? When he is 


fs}; 


o ſpeak of Gon, and all His infinite Per- 
fections; of an eternal Fire for the Impe- 
nitent, and an immortal Recompence of 


Glory for the Righteous; with the Means 


of avoiding. the one, and of obtaining the 


other! Truths great and elevated cnough 


of themſelves, and which want not the Help 


of ſuch Arts, and the Ornaments of Rheto- 
ric, to dignify and ſupport them. But this 


is not to preach Jeſus Chriſt, but ourſelves, 


and ourſelves your Servants indeed, not how. 

eyer to ſerve your Souls, but to gratify and 
7 pleaſe the Jrching of your Ears. —A Folly > 

® unworthy of a Chriſtian Orator, and unbe- 
coming his ſacred Character: And, > a. 
Part, I could never endure to find it in the 


Pulpit 3 for I cannot but think, that the Pul- 


pit is a very improper Theatre ro be uſed 
only for ſuch Purpoſes and. Deſigns as are 0 
altogether profane; Viz. to make a Fortune, | 
or to procure Patrons; to win Eftecm, or 
get the, Name of an ingenious, a Senteel, 5 


: er. or pretty Preacher. 


Theſe Views are all very hee" to his 
Ys Buſineſs; and therefore 1o are all! 
your little Sparklings of Stile, all thoſe fine 5 55 


and florid . Narrations, and si- 
Cc 2 55 1 5 militudes, 


3 IS a . , i 
ä— rs , —— — * 1 - 7 — 8 hw — _ P 
OF. . — - — — — — : — 2 — 


. 5 
re 


1 2 
militudes, which become rather a Rhetor;. al 
cian than a Chriſtian Orator, and which ge- Wl a 
nerally ſerve to excite, and were intended ¶ cc 
only to excite, the Admiration, and attract I th 
the Applauſe, of an judicious Audience; to 
yet, ſuch are the diſtinguiſhed Paſſages of WW 


ſome celebrated Harangues, which, though " 
they may be, as they are called, five Di = 
- courſes, yet furcly they are wretched Jer- 1 
„ el 0 
That alone is a 18857 erte which finds © 

| its Way, not to the Approbation only, but 8 
to the very Soul, of the Tranſgreſſor; leaves , 
a Sting in his Heart, and infuſes into it ſuch ; 

= : Diſpoſition, as expreſſes itſelf not altogether 1 
in En comiums upon the Speaker s Eloquence, N 
but ſach a one, as makes one take a Pleaſure % 
To being affrighted, dejected, diſmayed, con- th 


Hate and ſubdued : That Sermon, which, 
in ſhort, imitates Gop in his Action upon 
the Heart of a Sinner, which He firſt en- 

tightens, and then e cr with kis Grace, 

5 and ſo ſubdues it. 

And, for the ane Reaſon that that Ser. 
mon is condemned, which thus addreſſes it 
ſelf only to the Imagination and Fancy; ſo 


5 allo i is —_ other 3 to be blamed, phone 
ans 


17305 1 


aims at nothing more than to inform and 


ſatisfy the Reaſon of the Hearer; for it is 
certain the Underſtandiyg is leſs faulty than 
the Will; and that the Sinner wants more 
to be moved and perſuaded, than to be con- 
vinced. He is already convinced of his Duty, 
we findsin himſelf no Inclination to pracziſe = 
Therefore I had rather diſmiſs ſuch a 
one with a clamorous Conſcience, and a con- 
trite Heart, than to feed his Imagination 
with an empty Satisfaction, and his Ears with 


an amuſing Harmony. 


In ſhort, it will be my Buſineſs to o preach 
Teſus Chriſt, not with the enticing Words 
of Mans Wiſdom, but fo as I may inſtruct 
nd perſuade thoſe eſpecially who have moſt 
Need to be inſtructed and perſuaded: And, 
to this End, I ſhall embelliſh Truth no fur- 
ther eyen here, than I think neceſſary to give 
it an eaſy Admiſſion with my Hearers; and 1 
therefore ſhall endeavour to adorn its Ma. 
xims-with no Colours, but ſuch as are ile. - 
parable from, and peculiar 4%, its genuine 8 
Majeſty. In other Terms, I ſhall aim to be 7 
eaſy and natural, and to profit my Hearers ; - 
and that methinks ſhould be a fair Means ro 
pleaſe them too. Ar leaſt I hope for ſome 

ee c 3 80 LIadul· 
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Indulgence. ftom thoſe whoſe Service 1 thus 

endeayour to promote. n 

4. In the laſt Place, 1 ſhall lernt to 
acquit myſelf with all poſſible Freedom and 

75 Impartiality: As I ſhall neither flatter, nor be 
| afraid of, the Perſons of Men, fo neither ſhall 

I preach ſo as to gratify any ſelfiſh Deſi sn, or 

little Paſſion of my own. * 

"How freely did our bleſſed Saviour dex 
With the Scribes and Phariſees, and charge 
their Hypocriſy to their very Faces! How 
plainly did St. Paul treat Felix the Goyer- 

nor! He talked fo home to him of Rzghte- 
 ouſneſs, Temperance, and fudgment to come, 

that Felix trembled. He forgot his Chara. 
 Qer, dropped his Grandeur, and trembled 
before his Priſoner. And thus indeed all 
the Apoſtles were very free and impartial 
they did not ſhew their Authority moſt, where 
there was the leaſt Need of it: They did 
not diſcipline the Poor only, and ſuffer the 
5 Rich to be as ungodly as they would: They 
never concealed any Truth out of Flattcry 
or Fear, but rebuked very ſurply upon Oc. 
cCaſion, and had no P erſon in Admiration, 
| Oe < n . 


| And 


| [ 4234} 


And now theſe are the Examples which 


every Preacher ought, and, by the Grace of 


Gop, I deſign ſtill, to follow: I ſhall lay 


| before. you the Good-will of Gop without 
partiality, and without Diſguiſe. In preſſing 
a Duty, or reproving a Sin, I ſhall have no 


| Reſpett to the Perſons of Men. 1 ſhall not 5 


be gentle out of Favour, nor ſevere upon 


any one out of Diſaffection. I ſhall palliate 
no Sin which you are concerned to forſake, 
nor conceal any Duty which you are ob- 

liged to practiſe. 


In ſhort, my Knfalution. is, to IRE Je- No 


ſus Chriſt, and endeavour to do you Good, 
winhorer be the Conſequence of it to ye © 
ſelf. = 


And thas having diſpatched my Second 
General Head, and given you a ſhort Ac- | 


| count of my. Duty, 1 come, in the 


' THIRD Place, to lay 3 to you 


concerning your own. | But, before I pro- 


ceed, I ſhall craye Leave to make a Re- 


flection or two upon what I have faid, 


And here I preſume, the Met hd which - 
[ have propoſed will plainly anſwer my Pur. 


poſe; and that you are ready to allow, that 
whoever docs "RAT TOP to theſe 


Ss Li 


[ 24 h_ Ty 
Particulars, may be truly ſaid to preach Je. 
us. Chrift, and not themſelues. 
For, firſt of all, if we take our . 
and his Apoſtles for our Guide, we cannot, 
1 hope, miſcarry in the Diſcharge of our 


Duty, how much ſoever we may fail in our 
Luce; and, if our Duty and Intereſt are 
blended together, and do go hand-in-hand, 
it is ſo by Accident, and can never alter the 
Nature of Things ſo, as that our Doctrines 

ſhould be either true or faiſe, ran becauſe 
it is our Intereſt to preach the. 


For, ſuppoſe Gop Almighty had not or- 


dained that thoſe who preach the Goſpel, 

 frould lie of the Goſpel : Suppoſe our Duty 

8 and Intereſt had not been ſo mingled and 

joined as they are; yet the Doctrines of the 

| Goſpel would ſtill have been he ſame, and 

VWuhoever would preach Jeſus Chrift, ſo as to 

promote the Honour of Go p, and the Good 

of his People, would be obliged to proceed 

in the ſame Method, which I propoſe to pro · 
ceed in: He would be obliged to preach thoſe 

ph Duties moſh, which Chriſtians are moſt con- 

cerned to practiſe; and to reprove thoſe Sins 

mmoſt, which are moſt pernicious and prewail- 

_ 8. And * if ſuch „ who could 
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have 90 Self-intereſt in the Caſe, would be 
obliged to take this Courſe in preaching Fe: 


fis Chriſt, as I have deſcribed, it would be 
very unjuſt to charge us with nothing but 
Self Intereſt, becauſe we take the very ſame 


Courſe. So again, a Preacher cannot be 


jullly ſuſpected of mere temporal Intereſt aa 
Deſign; if his Diſcourſes are adapted to the 
meaneſt Capacity, and becauſe he endeavours 
to be familiar and plain. It is preſumed, 
that, in ſuch a refined Age and Place as this 
is, Flights and Flouriſhes would be moſt Oo 
| pular and entertaining; a plain Diſcourſe is 
ſuppoſed to betray the Poorneſs of a Man's || 
Fancy, argues a creeping Spirit, and is ſeldom 
deemed edifying; and many People count 
thoſe low in Learning, who do but ſtoop 0 ; 
the Capacity of every Hearer,, 0” 
The Church now-a-days is frequented out 
of a Deſire. to hear ſome ine as well as tome || 
new Things. - Peoples Religion is apt to lie — i 
chiefly in their Ears; and they meaſure the 
Deſerts of the Preacher, not by the Emo- 
tions which his Diſcourſe hath raiſed in their 
Souls, not by the ſpiritual Profit, but by the 
| ſenſual Pleaſurethey have reaped from hear. 
ing his ** aud; by Conſequence, : 
ſuch 


EEC A__r — 


ws » — Wart — — — a = 
—— — — U s 


[ 261 


ſuch a Caſe, the beſt Courſe a Man can take 


to promote his own Intereſt, and gain ſuch | 


Peoples Favour and Applauſe, would be per- 
haps to lay aſide Zeſus . and ach 


nothing but himſelf. 


And ſo again, He certainly as: a very 


| ne Method to promote his own In- 
tereſt, who reſolves to be free and impartial 
in his Diſcourſes; to reprove and expoſe Sin, 
without any regard to the Perſons of Men. 


lle would certainly better conſult his own 


| Eaſe, and Profit, and Pleaſure, if he would 
| Eonceal ſome Duties, and ſoften ſome Sins, 
and make it his Buſineſs to propheſy ſmooth 
: Things, as the et . d. er 


complains. | | 
But now hs that Fre FENG and 


3 reely is almoſt ſure oftentimes to offend, 
yea, and ſuffer for offending. It is the 

Preacher's Duty to ſhew the Oppoſition there 

is between the Lives of the Generality of 
Chriſtians, and the Precepts of the Goſpel. 

Ilse muſt tell men what they arc that they = 
may the better perceive what they ought to 
e. Now this will oblige him to encounter 
3 firong Prejudices, and ſpeak againſt pleaſing 

7 W to oppoſe . Appetites, and 


rok 


[27] 


r croſs upon their Inclinations, and condemn 
| WW thoſe Practices which perhaps his deareſt 
i Friends are moſt inclined to follow: And it 
/ is preſumed a Preacher would never take 


ſuch a Courſe, if he deſigned only to ferve 
| himſelf. He would not preach Humility tothe 
Proud, Charity to the Covetous, or Chaſtity 5 
to thoſe who live, perhaps, by being other- 
; _ wiſe. Faults publicly objected are apt to be 
rather improved thereby than amended, and 
to riſe in Anger againſt the Reprover; and 
| It 15 no eaſy Matter. to rebuke o as to re- 
» WW form, not exaſperate. Correction and Re- 
5 proof, therefore, are very tender Things, 
aud ſuch as a Miniſter, Here eſpecially, would | 
not care to be copeerned in, . he nl - 
epi, ; 
|. * we mould never offer 1 to diſſuade nd: 
- the great Men from their Debaucheries, nor 
even the poor Man from his humble Vices, 
- and be blamed for doing ſo, if it was not 5 3 
to preach Feſus Chriſt, and to approve « our. — 
E Jour Servants 085 Joe, — 7 


608 


I fhall proceed now to my 5 

TIR general Head —Havig laid "I 3 
fore To a ſhort Scheme of * Duty, Tfhall 

| tay 
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tay ſomething t to you concerning your own; + 
and here I ſhall take Leave to be = free 
and plain with _ 


And, firſt of all, every Perſon i is Gio, : 


by the Laws of Gop and Man, to frequent 
„ Public Warſbip of Almighty GOD; 
nor muſt every light and frivolous Pretence 
be thought, by any of you, to be a 
ſufficient Excuſe for your Non-Attendance | 
on your proper Miniſter, in the Place ſet 
apart for the Divine Worſhip, and where 
SGSoyb hath promiſed to beſtow on the hum. 
ble and devout Attendant his moſt ſpecial 
Grare, without which we can do nothing, 
== without which no natural Means what- 
ſoever, tho ſeemingly the moſt probable : 
and promiſmg, would be ayailable to any 

f ſaving Purpoſe. And therefore, tho ſome 
of thoſe, who abſent themſelves from our 


religious Aſſemblies, may think themſelves, = 


and may be, wiſer 15 their Teachers; E 
2 may imagine that they can as profitably em- 
ploy themſelves on a good Book at Home; 
yet, if they would be pleaſed to obſerye, 
that they cannot do any thing in the Matter 
of their own Salvation, Without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Gods molt Bleſſed Spirit, and that E 


he 


[29] 
he annexes a peculiar Portion of: his Spirit 
to the Uſe of his own Inſtitutions 3 that 
public Preaching is Gop's own Inſtitution ; 
and that even the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching = 
is ordained to ſave thoſe that believe; that 
it is of GOD alone, that his Word doth 5 


not at any time return to him empty ; that 


it is He alone, who ſuffers none of rhe 
Wards of the greateſt Prieſt or Prophet to 
fall to the Ground ; and that even his t 
bleſſed Mord, tho it be the Power of 60 
to Satvation, will appear Fool; iſhneſs to us, 
unleſs it be ſpiritually diſcerned by the Help 
of his Grace, which alone openeth the Heart 
of any Hearer, as he did that of Lydia to. 


attend to the Things that are ſpoken ; if, 
I fay, they would but obſerve this, they 


_ muſt ſoon be convinced, that the only Way 
to be better, and wiſer too, would be to 
attend the public Miniſtry : For, tho Abana 
and Pharphar, Rivers of Damaſcus, might 


| ſeem to be in themſelves much clearer and 


better to cleanſe the leprous Naaman, than | 
the Waters of Jordan; yet, upon Experi- 


ment, the Ordinance of Gop in the one, 


which | is wanting i in the other, would make 1 
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fach a Difference, as cher were before but 
little aware of. 
But, ſecondh, As it is your boy to attend 5 
our Miniſtry, ſo it is to hear us with Can- 
dour and Ingenuity. Lou are to lay aſide 
5 Prejudice and Paſſion; to take our Ad- 
monitions in good part, and not to think 
: yourſelves, or your Friends, affronted or 
abuſed, as often as your Duty is preached, 
and your darling Sins expoſed: In other 
Terms, you muſt weigh our Doctrines im- 
partially, and never be angry with your 
Miniſter, and fake him for your Enemy, be- 
: conſe he does his Duty, and relle Jou the £ 
. "Now "= Miniſter, 5 his We ter * 


5 may deſerve to loſe the Love of the People, 
and how far they, upon a juſt Provocation, 


— 


— 4 = — = 
— — — — _ 
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may with · hold their Regard and Eſteem fot 


| him, 1 ſhall not ſtand to inquire at preſent 
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and I hope you and I ſhall never have Oc- 
caſion to inquire at all upon our own Ac. 
count. However, I muſt obſerve to you, 
that People ought to be very careful, that 
they do not take more Affronts than are 
Q2iuven or deſigned them. If a Miniſter ex- 
1 pals: and points out any particular Sin, and 
| 3 | - of 


Trl] 


it happens | to " the ſame that ſome parti- | 


cular Perſons in his Congregation are guilty 


of, they ſhould immediately turn down 4a | 
Leaf in their Hearts, and rejoice, that Goy's | 


Word had reached them; and ſhould treat 

the Preacher as a Friend, and love him more 

| eſpecially for his Reproof's Sake; ſhould 

bleſs Gop that they have found one, who 
has the Courage and Conſcience to expoſe E 


their Sins, : and ſhew them the Danger of 
them ; and not preſently to quarrel with 


their Miniſter, leave the Public Service of 
Gop, or reſolve, as the Manner of ſome i =” 
neyer to frequent his Church any more. 


At this rate all Reproof becomes im- 


practicable; for, ſhould every particular Per- 


ſon, who is concerned in any evil Practice, 


or is a Friend to thoſe that are concerned, 
reſolve preſently to forſake the Church, 3 


and eſteem the Miniſter an Enemy for in- 
veighing againſt it; tis then impoſlible that 


| an honeſt Minifter ſhould ever enjoy many 
Friends : He would quickly have a very thin 


Congregation ; he would not be able to 
preach againſt any ſingle Sin, but he muſt 


drive ſome of his People off from 'the* - 


Church, This, you: muſt own! is a a very hard TE 
a Calc; $7 
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Caſe; and what makes it the harder i is, that 


tis not in our Power to help it . 
For we cannot, ſays the Apoſtle, but ſpeak 


the Things which we believed and know; 
we cannot call Evil Good, and Good Evil; ; 
we cannot ſew Pillows under Peoples Arms, 
and diſguiſe the Truth, to make them eaſy 
in their Sins,—by no means! |— God Al 
mighty will require his Peoples Souls at our 
Hands; and, if any miſcarry becauſe we 
do not ſhew them their Duty, and reprove 
their Sins, their Miſcarriage will certainly 
be charged upon ourſelyes, 
Again, once more, Another Bench of 
your Duty, and which I am eſpecially con- 
cerned to put you in mind of upon this 
Occaſion, is, that you offer up your Sup- 
plpKications and Prayers to Almighty Gop in 
my Behalf, that he would enable me to 
5 Jiſcharge my Office to his own Gor, and 
. eternal Beneſit. 5 
I beſtech you, B netbren; ths St. Paul, for 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, and for the 
Love of the Spirit, that you ſtrive together 
wth me in your Prayers to GOD for me. 
And again: Pray for us, ſays he, that GOD 
= would open unto us a Voor of Ulferance t0 


1 Ra het = . 
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ſpeak the Myſtery of Chrift, for which 7 15 


am an Ambaſſador. 

And now, if St. Paul, who was e 
inſtired, and was furniſhed with many ex- 
traordinary Gifts and Graces, beſeeched his 
Diſciples for the Concurrence of their Pray- 
ers towards his faithful Diſcharge of his 
Miniſtry ; how much more ought a Miniſter 
in our Days, and myſelf eſpecially, to beg 


and importune the ſame Aſſiſtance; to de. — 
fire the Prayers of all good Chriſtians, and 


particularly of mol: who are under his im. . 
mediate Care? 


Our Buſineſs is ; of vaſt 8 uh 5 


oleh Happineſs and Miſery of Souls de- 
pend upon it! and our Abilities are poor and 
weak, and we are ſure to meet with great 


Oppoſition. We do not contend only with 
Fleſo and Blood, but againſt arg BE 


and Powers, and ſpiritual Wi ckedneſs in 


Fall. 


And hence, as tis our Duty to ask, to 92 


tis certainly your Duty to offer up your 2 
+ 20 Tayers 


bigh Places. The Devil perhaps is more : 
ative and buſy in aſſaulting us, than he is 
in the aſſaulting of others; and becauſe he 
can make the greater ar Ron of our 1 


341 


Pr ra vers: and Supplicutions for us, that Al 
mighty Gop would ſtrengthen and aſſiſt us, 
and open our Lips, fo that our Mouth may 
 fhew forth his Praiſe ; that he would put 
His Spirit upon us, and give us Wiſdom, 
which all our Adverſaries may not be able 
to reſilt; that he would write his Laws in 
our Hearts ; and that both by our Preach- 
ing and. Living, ue may ſet them forth, 
and ſbet them accordingly ; that we may 
be apt to teach, patient, in Meekneſs in. 
"_ thoſe who oppoſe themſelves z and, 
in doing this, may at laſt ſave our own 
IP Souls, and the Souls of 1 them that hear us. 
| To conclude all: I beſeech you for the 

| Lad Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, whole Goſpel I 
an to preach among you, and for the Love 
55 of the Spirit, by whole Aſſiſtance I am 
reſolved to do fo; that if you have any 
2 Regard for him, who is to labour among 
you, and for you; if you have any Reſpect 
to that dreadful Account that he muſt one 
Day give of his Miniſtry; as you tender 
Jour own eternal Salvation; as you tender 
your Inſtruction, and expect any Comfort 
and Foy in my Labours ; I beſeech you, 
_ ou TOE the Throne f Grace in 
f 
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ny Behalf, and beg that I may Ache my 


60D; that I may be an happy Paſtor to 
an happy People; and that I may have a 
joyful Mecting with you another Day, and 


I have finiſhed my Courſe ; 1 have truly and 
Hectually preached Feſus Chriſt, and my. 
* Jour Sgruant we * dale. „ 


Office as a good and faithful Miniſter f 


be able to ſay, I have fought a good Figbt; 
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